A.  There again, thatfs a specific question.  I
mean, that's over a period of several months.
There could have been some discussions to that
point, but, there again, nothing that would have
created a serious safety situation.

Q.  What about with Truck No. 18?  Do you remember
anybody reporting any problems with the brakes on
Truck No. 18?

A.  No.  That was very much a surprise to me.

Mr. Barnett confirmed that he was probably the one who first
"flagged down" driver Gonzales, and he confirmed that it took him some1
100 feet to stop the truck.  He did not believe this to be unusual
since "it takes that kind of distance to stop most of those pieces of
equipment".  After he stopped, Mr. Gonzales made no specific complaint
about the truck (Tr. 393).

On cross-examination, Mr. Barnett indicated that he considered
Mr. Thomas to be a good, conscientious driver who is safety conscious.
As for Mr. Farr, he stated that he made a lot of safety complaints,
some of which were frivolous, and a lot of them were made to him orally
rather than in writing (Tr. 394).  "Oral complaints" are usually noted
in a book kept on Mr. Oberg's desk, and written ones are on forms used
for that purpose (Tr. 395).  Mr. Gonzales "was not shy" about making
complaints (Tr. 402).

When asked about any prior knowledge of the condition of the brakes
on the trucks in question and the field service report prepared by the
contractor, exhibit G-6, after one of the trucks was repaired, Mr. Barnett
stated as follows (Tr. 398-400):

Q.  Are you saying, sir, that you were completely
unaware of the condition of the defective brakes
on the Nos. 7, 10 and 18 trucks on July 6th, 1981?
Is that what you are saying?

A.  No, sir.  I'm not saying I was unaware at all.
I try to keep very close tabs on my equipment.
I try to keep track of the condition of the brakes
on all my equipment, not only the brakes, but the
general operating condition.

Q.  So you were aware of the brakes?

A.  Yes.  I would say I was.

Q.  How were you made aware of that fact?

A.  Being in contact with the drivers and the equip-
ment itself on a daily basis.
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